
 
 

Questions from the Prep Information Nights, 16th and 17th 
September 2020 
 
Please see below a list of questions that were asked at our information nights last term. The slides from the Information Evenings are 
also accessible on the school website.  
 
What will the class sizes be?  
The Department of Education and Training (DET) have expectations around class sizes in Victoria for Prep to Year 2 and Year 3 to 
Year 6. The expectation for Prep to Year 2 classes is that classes do not exceed 22 students. At Mt Martha PS we always meet that 
expectation. So, next year we expect classe size to be somewhere between 20 - 22 students.  
 
How many prep classes will there be?  
There will be 5 Prep classes in 2021. 
 
How long do children spend in specialist classes (e.g. sport) in Prep? 
Students spend 6 hours per fortnight in Specialist classes. We have 5 Specialist teachers - Visual Arts, Performing Arts, Physical 
Education, Languages other than English (LOTE) and Digital Technologies. 
 
What is the school’s policy on bullying?  
The school policy on bullying can be accessed on the school website, https://www.mtmarthaps.vic.edu.au/. We have a school wide 
program YouCanDoIt! during which children learn explicit skills centered on Getting Along (as well as Persistence, Confidence, 
Resilience and Organisation) from the Foundation year all the way through to Year 6. We are also a BeYou school. BeYou is an 
initiative run by Beyond Blue which provides us with a framework prioritizing good mental health in the school community. Instances 
of bullying are always investigated on a case by case basis with an emphasis on restorative practices.  
 

https://www.mtmarthaps.vic.edu.au/
https://beyou.edu.au/


 
Are there any particular phonic programs used in Prep?  
We do not use any commercial phonics programs. We have our own sequential and structured phonics program that introduces 
phonemes (sounds)  and graphemes (letters). We include phonemic awareness activities and link phonics with our inquiry units and 
good quality literature. Our phonics program is part of a balanced literacy program including work with common words, whole 
language and reading and writing strategy instruction.  
 
Are there any rules around what I can put in my child’s lunchbox?  
While teachers monitor children during eating times (to ensure that they have something to eat and that this is being done 
appropriately), there are no formal rules around lunch box contents. We respectfully ask that fruit and vegetables be included, and 
that drink bottles only contain water. We also ask families to be mindful around products that contain common allergens, such as 
peanuts. If there is a child in your class that requires a more stringent approach to lunchbox packing due to allergies, we will let 
families know in an appropriate way.  
 
Can children wear coloured sneakers or do they need to be in the school uniform colours? Can they wear sandals in 
warmer months? Can they wear black leather school shoes?  
Children should wear footwear that is comfortable and safe. Runners or sneakers, of any colour, are absolutely fine. Black school 
shoes are also acceptable, although it may be a good idea to make sure children can comfortably run and be active while wearing 
them. Sandals or shoes that have an open toe are not appropriate for school. You can view the school’s uniform policy on the school 
website.  
 
How do we purchase the school uniform?  
All uniform items can be purchased from PSW uniform shop. The closest store is 1/22 Watt Road, Mornington. Currently they are not 
open but you can purchase items online or do click and collect. Their website is https://www.psw.com.au .  
 
Is there a Buddy Program? 
Each Prep class has a buddy class where an older class adopts the Prep class as ‘Buddies’. The classes come together to support 
the Preps in their first year of school whilst developing the nurturing skills of the older children. The class teachers plan enjoyable 
learning activities and meet at mutually agreeable times. The aim is to promote a sense of community and connectedness across the 
school while learning together and having fun. Prep classes are usually paired with Year 4 classes. 
 
When will we find out who our child’s  teacher is and where their classroom will be?  
Parents will know that prior to the end of the 2020 school year. The final class structures, room allocation and the teacher for each 
class are usually determined after the final transition activities. 
 
 

https://www.psw.com.au/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


