
M T  M A R T H A  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L  

COMING EVENTS  

 

 

MARCH  
 

 

Thursday 29th  

 FINAL DAY TERM 1 

 EARLY DISMISSAL  

     2.30PM 

 

 

 WHOLE 

SCHOOL  

 ASSEMBLY IN GYM 

 9.10AM   

      

 

APRIL 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 16th  

 TERM 2 COMMENCES 

 Year 3 Rainforestation 

Incursion 

 

 

Wednesday 18th  

 Year 5 Cranbourne  

Botanic Gardens     

Excursion  

 9.00am - 3.15pm  

 

Friday 20th  

 Year 5 & 6 Summer 

Lightning Premiership 

 9.00am - 2.30pm 

 

 

Wednesday 25th  

 ANZAC DAY 

 Students do not attend 

 school today  

 

Thursday 26th  

 Year 2 Gould League 

Excursion 

 8.45am - 3.15pm 

 

 

         Banksia Bulletin 
Thursday 29th March, 2018 

Principal Report 

End of Term - Term One finishes today with Good Friday tomorrow.  Congratulations 

to all our students for a fantastic term! They have all settled in well to the new school year 

with some fantastic achievements and participation in our program and trying their very 

best.  Special congratulations to our 2018 Preps and students who have started at the 

school this term. Settling in to a new school can be an additional challenge and they have 

done a great job.  Thank you also staff and families for your assistance this term as we get 

our year underway. 

 

Term 2 commences on Monday 16
th
 April. Please remember that hats are still required until 

the end of April as part of the Sun Smart policy.   

 

Year 6 Camp - Our Year 6 had a terrific time on the Urban Camp on Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday this week.  They were certainly excellent ambassadors for our school and   

enjoyed activities and experiences that were different from their usual environment in Mount 

Martha!  Thank you parents and staff for attending and helping to make the camp so       

successful. 

Holiday Use of the School Grounds -  A reminder that if you are onsite during the school 

holidays and see any inappropriate behaviour our advice is not to approach those          

concerned but to report the behaviour to Mornington Police Station, 5970 4900 and DET 

Security on 9589 6266.  Thank you for your assistance.  We appreciate our community’s 

additional monitoring. 

Banksia Bulletin - A reminder that from the start of next term we will be moving to an 

electronic version of our weekly newsletter. The newsletter will be available using         

Compass.  Some hard copies of the newsletter will be available for collection from the      

Office.  

Absence Line - A reminder also that from the start of Term 2 the Absence Line will no 

longer be in operation.  Parents should access Compass to notify the school if their child is 

absent.  Thank you. 

 

Have a very safe, enjoyable and restful holiday! 

 

Kind regards,  

Martin Page.  

   NEXT SCHOOL COUNCIL 

MEETING  

 

Thursday 10th May  

 

6.45pm in the Staff Centre  

Mt Martha Primary School strives to empower students to be active learners who make a positive impact 
in a changing world. 
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Year 6 KidsMatter Leaders 2018 

Our Year 6 KidsMatter Leaders have been working with Mrs Hodgkins to promote KidsMatter and You 

Can Do It in our school. One of their roles is to assist junior students in the Library at lunchtimes with   

quiet activities, as well as reading stories to Preps and other students. 

Another important role the leaders have is out in the playground at lunchtimes to assist students with   

finding friends, sorting out minor friendship issues, helping with getting along skills and supporting the 

teachers on yard supervision. They have also been teaching the Preps games such as ‘Fruit Salad’ and 

‘Duck, duck, goose’. The Year 6 KidsMatter Leaders wear fluoro pink vests so that students can   easily 

find them in the yard if they need help at playtime. They have been very enthusiastic about taking on 

these responsibilities and working to help others. Great work Charlie, Stelios, Kayla, Cooper, Claire,    

Marcus, Stevie, Jasmine, Summer and Evie! 

     

                                                

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOTbr9jAicYCFSMtpgodYmwAdA&url=http://www.youcandoiteducation.com.au/&ei=JXl6VaS1HKPamAXi2IGgBw&bvm=bv.95515949,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNFsLKv7fLTmYcUb5ezgm734CEf9Dg&ust=143417


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

SRC Fundraiser for the Kids 

 

On behalf of the SRC, we would like to say a big thank you to the Mount Martha school                  

community for supporting our first fundraiser for 2018. With our Free Dress Day and Sausage    

Sizzle, we raised $1967 for the Royal Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal. Thank you to 

those who stayed after the bell to cook the BBQ, take money and sell icy poles - such great    

community spirit for a wonderful cause! 

 

Thank you  

SRC 

 

WANTED: 

Small Succulent or Geranium Cuttings. 

Please bring in to school as soon as possible.  

The Banksia Botanists will be propagating these before the end of term.  

These will be used for activities on Gold for Green Day.   

Could they be delivered to Mrs. Spiridis’ classroom. Room 5 Melrose.  

 

https://www.rch.org.au/


 

Keeping you in the Literacy Loop  
Learning to read 

What we need to know 

Reading begins at a very early age when children start to take notice of 

the print that surrounds them and the talk that includes them. Children 

begin to engage with reading and writing experiences that attract their    

attention and interest before they go to school. Children notice street 

signs and most can recognise a large yellow ‘M’ sign from a kilometre up 

the road because it benefits them! They pay attention to books they like 

and often insist on many re-readings of their favourites. They learn quickly 

to find apps on mobile phones and electronic devices because it benefits 

them to do so. 

Talk is a key to literacy learning. Children need opportunities to interact. 

Recent research indicates that children are becoming more adept at 

communicating in the language of commands and demands rather than 

being competent in extended conversations. I suspect electronic        

devices may be inhibiting the time parents spend talking with their      

children. Children need to be included in interactions with significant 

others and to ensure that happens, electronic devices need to be turned 

off. Parents need to talk with their children! It is in the  context of        

engaged conversations that children expand their vocabularies,         

increase their understandings of the world, learn about themselves, and 

learn the nuances of the language and effective communication. 

Let children make decisions about the books they choose to read. 

This implies that there is a well-stocked and suitable range of books 

from which to choose. It is essential that there are lots of books in the 

home and that they are readily available. Create a book - flood by    

borrowing weekly from the local library, buying from garage sales, 

finding supermarket specials, making your own, and sharing books in 

the community. 

Look at how books are stored in the home, for example, bookshelves, 

book boxes, or shoe boxes. Are the books visible or tucked out of 

sight? Do the children have a bed light to read at night? Keep          

introducing children to different kinds of books - humorous books, 

books with beautiful illustrations, rhyming books, pop-up books, electronic books, graphic         

novels, and factual texts. With your children, visit places such as the local library, markets and 

bookstores to find books that are interesting and fun to share. The number of books, the care of 

books, and the storage of books are all messages regarding how books and reading are valued 

in this household. What message are you marketing? 



 

Building on the diversity of family literacy practices 

Families participate in diverse and successful reading 

and writing practices. The diversity of these practices 

needs to be recognised and celebrated. For example, 

when families from different cultural backgrounds share 

their traditions and passions for storytelling the literacy 

learning of their children is enhanced. When parents 

share a book in their first language with their children, 

they are building the foundations for a positive attitude to 

reading and expanding on the child’s language skills. 

When parents and carers just take time to talk about a 

book, the child benefits. 

To accommodate the diversity of home literacy practices, it is essential that parents: 

● engage children in many and varied types of literacy experiences not just storybook reading, 

for example, cooking, newspapers, television information, instructions, street signs, brochures, 

junk mail, electronic communication, notes, singing, talk, and written communication. 

● appreciate that different family members, not just parents, play a role in literacy learning, for 

example grandparents, siblings, extended families. 

● recognise and celebrate the literacy associated with cultural differences and traditions. 

● locate resources, for example, interpreters and electronic resources that can assist in        

decreasing the communication divide and strengthen partnerships between homes and 

schools. 

 

All parents play a crucial role in supporting their children. Sometimes, parents need     

reassurance and assistance to find ways to use the skills that they do possess. Focus is 

on what parents can do; not on what they cannot. Spending quality time interacting with 

children goes a long way to supporting children’s literacy development. 

This information is taken from The PETAA Publication titled: Parent’s Guide to Helping children with 

reading and Writing at Home.  

STAY TUNED  in Term 2 for these activities! 

 
Scholastic Book Fair is at 

the end of May! To celebrate 

the theme this a year our 

photo competition will reflect        

the fur, feathered or finned 

members of our families!  

What pet do you read 

with? Take a photo and 

enter the competition! More 

information next term! 

May is Family Reading Month and this year we 

have the opportunity for families to participate in 

the Read More in May competition and also Read 

Aloud More In May.  Encouraging children to 

read aloud and continuing to read to children    

beyond the early years of primary school is     

critically important for literacy development.  



MOUNT MARTHA HOUSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you or your family ever lived, worked, studied, or had a function at Mt Martha House? If so 

we would love to hear from you! 

There is a History Room being established and it is open to the public. We are collecting personal 

memories of the House to protect, preserve and share with future generations. If you have           

photographs you are happy to donate or share, bring them along and we will scan them. Please 

bring a USB stick so we can provide you with a digital copy for your own personal use. We also 

would like to photograph any items you have that were used here, or uniforms worn during your 

time here. 

WHEN: April 18th between 11 am and 4 pm 

WHERE: Mt Martha House, located on the corner of Dominion Road and Esplanade Mount 

Martha 

For more information please contact: Gill Gordon 5974 1288 or  



 



 

 

 

Junior Ranger Program 
Autumn 2018 

Southern Peninsula National Parks and 
Reserves are hosting FREE Ranger hosted 

activities these holidays 

Get dirty, get active, get curious and get       
outdoors in our parks with Junior Ranger fun 

for kids aged between 6 to 12 years old. 

Hang out with a ranger and answer the call of 
the wild. 

*Learn about coastal critters 
*Binge on binocular time bird watching 
* Super sleuth on a park treasure hunt 

* Unlock the mysteries of the Quarantine     
Station 

*Make art in the park 
All activities are free. 

Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Bookings essential. 

  www.juniorrangers.com.au 
 



 

 

 

 

Moonlit Sanctuary Keeper Club 

Kids enjoy environmental activities, animal encounters and native animal care. 

Day includes: interactions with dingo, python, off-limits animals, feeding animals & food prep, animal enrichment 
activities. Learn about our animals, their conservation and the environment. For ages 7-14 years.  

Easter 2018 school holiday dates: 
Week 1: Tues 3rd Wed 4h Thurs 5th Fri 6th April 
Week 2: Mon 9th Tues10th Wed 11th Thurs 12th Fri 13th April 
10am–4pm 

Cost: $75.00 per day, or $210 for 3 days (pro rata for additional days).  

Maximum 16 children per day. 

Bookings essential as spaces are limited 

Dress for the weather and wear closed-toe shoes, long pants and remember 
your hat or raincoat.  BYO lunch or  purchase at the café. 

Moonlit Sanctuary 

550 Tyabb-Tooradin Rd, Pearcedale, Phone 5978 7935 

Web: www.moonlitsanctuary.com.au,  Open daily between 10am and 5pm 

 

 

 

 
 



Our school purpose is to ensure a high quality and engaging learning program that builds on the capability of every student. 

M T  M A R T H A  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L  

Mt Martha Primary School                                        

Glenisla Dve 

Mount Martha  3934 

Phone: 5974 2800 Fax: 5974 3634  

Absence Line 5973 7700 or visit the school website          

E-mail: mount.martha.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Website:  www.mtmarthaps.vic.edu.au 

Office Hours 8.30am-4.15pm Monday - Friday 

OSHCP: 0407 438 858 

Uniform Shop:  1800 337 396 

Tuesdays: 8.45am—9.45am 

Thursdays: 3.00pm—4.00pm 

Cash, credit card & EFTPOS facilities.  

Sorry, no cheques accepted 

Online ordering available at: www.psw.com.au 

PSW Frankston 

21 Playne St, Frankston 

(03) 9768 0346 

Shop Hours Sun & Mon Closed. Tue to Fri 9.00am-5.00pm 

& Sat 10am - 1.00pm.  

 

CONTACTS 

A friendly reminder to families and friends that Melrose Dve is              
reserved for STAFF PARKING.  Please use Eco Park or Glenisla Dve. 

Mt Martha Primary School strives to provide a safe environment for 

students, staff and visitors. Please alert the office to any hazards. 

SCHOOL TERMS 2017 

TERM 1  1st February to 31st March 2017  

TERM 2 18th April to 30th June 2017 

TERM 3 17th July to 22nd September 2017 

TERM 4  9th October to 22nd December 2017  

SCHOOL TERMS 2017 

TERM 3 17th July to 22nd September 2017 

TERM 4  9th October to 22nd December 2017  

SCHOOL TERMS 2018 

TERM 1 31st January to 29th March 2018 

TERM 2 16th April to 29th June 2018 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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SCHOOL TERMS 2018 

 

TERM 1 31st January to 29th March 2018 

TERM 2 16th April to 29th June 2018 

TERM 3 16th July to 21st September 2018 

TERM 4    8th October to 21st December 2018 

 

PLAYERS WANTED 

 
Mount Martha Basketball Club are inviting new players to join our club. 

If your child is interested in playing please contact the club leaving details of 
child’s name, date of birth and school year at: 

mountmarthabasketball@gmail.com 

The new season will begin at the start of Term 2 so please email your interest 
in well before the end of Term 1 to allow   adequate time for team allocations 
and communications prior to registrations. 

mailto:mountmarthabasketball@gmail.com


STIRLING  TENNIS COACHING 

 MT  MARTHA TENNIS CLUB                                                    

Tennis….fun for life! Coordination, fitness and fun                               
Tennis lessons from only $16 per week                                         

Hot Shots program 4-16yrs                                                               
Adults Cardio program Mon-Fri 9.30am  

Extensive Holiday program running Term 1 holidays  

slingard8@bigpond.com or call Stirling 0411 082 723 
www.tennis.com.au/mtmarthatc 

Dr Peter Scott Orthodontist  

 Children & Adult Specialist Orthodontist                                       

Creating Beautiful Smiles  

13 Beach St, Frankston 3199                                                                            

PH: 9783 4511 

 

 

FAMILY FRIENDLY                                                                              

Open 7 days from noon  

LUNCH & DINNER  

Call 5974 4435                 2/42 Lochiel Ave, Mt Martha. 

DANCE CLASSES IN MT MARTHA: 

Ballet, Contemporary, Hip Hop 

Acrobatics, Kinder Dance,   

Jazz, Tap and Musical Theatre. 

 www.emmakamandance.com.au 

emmakaman@gmail.com 
 

Call Emma on: 0419 173 406 

http://www.emmakamandance.com.au
mailto:emmakaman@gmail.com

